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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

On the basis o f its per capi ta 
invesLm ent in urba n renewa l, Bo -

ton is one of Lhe mo t signifìcant 
ciLies in America. To cover this 

big subject ( page 63) the editors 
sent eight o f Lheir staff to thc 
l'vfassachuseus capiLal for over 

100 man-days of on-site research . 
Ali told, this team interviewcd 

over 200 clifferen, people-eve r)' 
one Lhey could linci who had an 

importa nt stake or inAuence in 
Boston' ph)'sical rejuvenation . 
And, the wide variety of titles 

and responsibilities of those in
terviewed underscores the diver
s ity of interest which plays a 
part in toclay's building construc

tion indusll)' · 
In the notebook of Senior Ed i

tor D avicl Carlson, captain for 
F0Ru~1's Boston team, are pages 
rcAecting his talks with Mayor 
John F . Collins, D evclopment Acl
ministrator Edward J. Log ue, as 
well as many leading contrac tors, 
invcstors, planners and archi tects. 
His notcbook is also sprinkled with 
the commcnts of 61 Bostonians 
whose observations cou ld harclly 
be callccl experl, but were nonthe
less pertinent: 17 cab clrivers ( in
clucling one of Boston's lìve lacly 
cabbics), Lhree barbcrs, seven bel i 
hops, eight elcva tor opcrators, 19 
jusl plain citizens ( in placcs likc 
Charlestown ancl Washington 
Park ) and-"in linc o f clul)'," hc 
says-7 bancnders. Inc iclcnlall)', 
his note.~ indicate that mos t of 
thcse nonrxpcns are surprisi ng ly 
wcll infonned on the city's re
hui ldi ng program and that they 
are gencrally ,•nthusiastic about 
what is bei ng clone. 

Tcdinology Edit or 13rrnarcl 
Spring \Vas assigncd 10 covcr Lhc 

tran,porta tion phasc• of the Boston 
rcncwal !tì lOry, and in making his 
do,,e•n intcrvicws h e qui ck ly con
f rc111t,·cl thr, problcn , facc lo facc. 
·'At first [ wcnl from i11tcrvic·w to 
intc•rview by taxi," hc n·port."i, 
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"but street traffic snarls fouled 
up m)' schedule ancl made mc 

late for appoinunents. Then l 
tried walking, but pedesu·ian traf

lì c a ncl sore fect workecl against 
me. Finally, I switchecl to the 
MT A a nel, once underground , 
made goocl time." 

Senior Editor Walter M c

Quadc, who was working on a 
Boston stOl)' for fORTU NE as well 
a FORUM, alone made 70 per
sona! calls during his 24-day sta)' 
in Boston. McQuadc later 
wondercd if nearl)' ali of the re
search might not have becn ac
complishccl b)' moving from table 
to table of the main dining room 
of the Parker House Hotel across 
th e strect from City Hall during 
lunch hours. " Ali the real estate 
m en in Boston seem to turn up 
there a lmost claily, and most of 
the pertinent polit icians co111e 
p retl)' regularly too." 

Associate Editor Philip H er
rera literally coverecl the water
front ( page 94) as well as the 
Governmem Center ( page 88); 
Senior Editor D onalcl Canty 
coverecl Boston's insLitutiona l cx
plosion ( page I 14), ancl M anag
ing Editor Pctcr B lake spent s ix 
cl ays in Boston tying ali the sub
jccts togcther. 

Why ali thc FORUM resea rch 
into Boston's urban renewal fail 
urcs ancl accomplishments? Be
causc, ,Hs a late sta ncr, Bos ton 
has hacl an opportunit)' to capi
ta lizc on 1hc rcclcvcloprncm mis
takcs of othcr cities ancl to i111-
provc on the ;,rchitcctural ancl 
finan cia l nor111 of th e national 
progrn111 . Boston has not 111uffccl 
that opponuni ty, ancl evcry othcr 
c ity stancls to benclìt by s tucly ing 
wha t Boston is cloing. 

That is wh)' 1hc FoRuM ed ito ri 
a l sw fT sp<·n t 111osl of last 111onth 
in Bos1on a ncl has t1,,vo1ccl th<' 
entirc issuc 1his month 10 its 
fìnclings. J.C:. 11 . J"· 
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